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	Subject: History
	Unit Title: Rocks, Relics & Rumbles
	Year Group: 3
	Half-Term: 1

	National Curriculum Links:
(Link to TT statements)

Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.

Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.


	Precise Knowledge: 

The ruins at Pompeii were first discovered late in the 16th century by the architect Domenico Fontana

Pompeii was destroyed because of the eruption of Mount Vesuvius on August 24, 79 CE

Traveling toward Pompeii at about 180 miles an hour, the surge scorched everything in its path.

Scientists say Mount Vesuvius is overdue for another major explosion.

Mary Anning was also the first to discover the complete skeleton of a Plesiosaurus

	Precise Skills:

- Devise or respond to historically valid questions about a significant historical figure (Mary Anning) and suggest or plan ways to answer them.

- Explain the cause and effect of a significant historical event (Eruption of Mount Vesuvius).

- Make deductions and draw conclusions about the reliability of a historical source or artefact.

	Possible Misconceptions:


	Key Vocabulary 

	Tier 1
 (everyday, commonly used)
	Tier 2
  (academic, across topics and content)
	Tier 3 
(subject specific)

	
	Fossil, lava, volcano, eruption
	Magma, Pompeii, Mount Vesuvius, Mary Anning

	Surge, Plesiosaurus, Domenico Fontana

	Prior Learning:


	Future Learning:


	Linked Texts:
Steps to Read – 
	LOTC Opportunities: 
	Potential Visits/Visitors 
	Education for a Connected World:
(Online safety etc)



	Lesson Objective /Outcome
Know/Show 
	Metacognition and Self-Regulated Learning 
	Questioning
	Personal Development Connections 

	
	Prior Knowledge
	Instruction 
	
	

	Lesson 1
Know
Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.

Show
Devise or respond to historically valid questions about a significant historical figure and suggest or plan ways to answer them.

	Historically valid questions relate to aspects, such as significance; time and chronology; continuity and change; comparing and contrasting or cause and consequence.


	Use a map of the UK or Google Earth to show the location of Lyme Regis, in Dorset on the south coast. Explain that rocks along the coast there are sedimentary and rich in the fossilised remains of ancient sea creatures. Give the children the Mary Anning information sheet. Ask them to read the information and discuss why Mary Anning’s discoveries were so important. Encourage the children to complete the Mary Anning question sheet, using the information sheet and online research to help. Use the Mary Anning answer sheet to check their work.

	Why did many families struggle in England at the beginning of the 19th century?

What was Mary’s childhood like? 

How did she earn a living with her family? 

What happened to her father and what was the impact on the family?

What happened to her in 1811?

Why might Mary’s job be described as hazardous?

Why were Anning’s discoveries considered to be so groundbreaking?
	(Highlight and annotate where appropriate)
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	Lesson 2
Know
Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.

Show
Explain the cause and effect of a significant historical event.

	The causes of a significant event are the things that make the event happen and directly lead up to the event. The consequences of a significant event happen after the event and can be short-term, such as people being killed in a battle, or long-term, such as the change in language and society after an invasion.
	Share The eruption of Mount Vesuvius audio with the children. After listening, use the Mount Vesuvius sorting cards to help the children discuss the causes and effects of each stage of the eruption. Ask them to write a short explanation of the causes and effects, using the statements to help them. Gather the children together to compare their findings and allow them to add to and edit their work. Invite them to word process their explanations and illustrate them using images found online.
	What is the name of the volcano?

What was surrounding the hollow spaces left behind by the bodies?
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	Lesson 3
Know
Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed.

Show
Make deductions and draw conclusions about the reliability of a historical source or artefact.
	Interviews, diaries, letters, journals, speeches, autobiographies, artefacts, photographs and witness statements are historical source materials. However, some historical source materials are more reliable than others.
	Share the Pompeii excavations information sheet with the children and discuss the work of archaeologist Giuseppe Fiorelli. Display the Pompeii excavations picture cards on the IWB and explain that the illustrations are taken from a magazine called Tour du Monde, published in 1864 during the excavations of Pompeii. Discuss the provenance of the illustrations, asking questions such as ‘Are these a primary source? Could the artists have changed the scenes in any way? Are they a reliable source of information?' Encourage the children to look at each picture carefully and ask them to decide what they can infer about life in Pompeii before the eruption. Provide them with the Pompeii excavations recording sheet and encourage them to answer the questions about each of the illustrations. When complete, talk through the children’s ideas, then, using the illustrations as a starting point for further research, ask the children to write a report about life in Pompeii before the eruption.
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	End of Unit Assessment

	Essay

	(Provide the Assessment that will be used for the end of unit assessment – it may be a mix of the examples down the left-hand side – consider the age-range of the children)
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