
  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Nursery 
Understanding the World 

(The Natural World) 

Reception 
Understanding the World 

(The Natural World) 

Year 1  

 
Everyday Materials 

Animals, Including 
Humans (Humans) 

Animals, Including 
Humans (Animals) 

 
 Seasonal Changes  

(working across the year) 
Plants 

Working 
Scientifically/Investigations 

Year 1 
Assessment 

Floating and 
Sinking 

Body Parts 
Animal 

Classification 
Seasonal Change Plant Structure  

Year 2 
  

Animals, Including Humans Materials Plants 
Living Things and Their 

Habitats 
Working 

Scientifically/Investigations  

Year 2 
Assessment Comparing Hand Spans Materials Hunt 

Comparing Plant Growth in 
Different Conditions 

Feeding Simulation  

Year 3 
 

  

Forces and 
Magnets  

Rocks 
Animals, Including 

Humans 
Working 

Scientifically/Investigations 
Light and Shadows  Plants 

Year 3 
Assessment 

Testing the Strength 
of Magnets 

Reporting on 
Rocks 

Investigating the 
Human Skeleton 

 
Can Everything Make a 

Shadow?  
Close Observation of 

Flowering Plants 

Year 4 

  
Living Things and 

Their Habitats  
Sound  Electricity 

Working 
Scientifically/Investigations  

States of Matter Animals, Including Humans  

Year 4 
Assessment 

Local Environment 
Survey 

Does it Conduct 
Electricity?  

String Telephones  Measuring Temperature  Teeth (Eggs) in Liquid 



 

 

  

Year 5 
  

 
Earth and Space Forces 

Properties of 
Materials 

Living Things and Their 
Habitats  

Animals, Including Humans  
Working 

Scientifically/Investigations 

Year 5 
Assessment 

Solar System 
Research 

Spinners  
Testing Nappy 

Absorbency  
Life Cycle Research Growth Survey  

Year 6 

 
 

Electricity Light 
Evolution and 

Inheritance 
Living Things and Their 

Habitats 
Working 

Scientifically/Investigations 
Animals, Including Humans 

Year 6 
Assessment Bulb Brightness  

Investigating 
Shadows  

Fossil Habitats Flower Sampling  Heart Rate Poses 


